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The New Audiences funding enabled the Mousetrap Foundation to expand its work promoting West End Theatre to young people and their families. The project took theatre workshops into schools and provided study guides for teachers. Special matinees and first night performances were also held for students and families from a housing association. 

about lead organisation

The Mousetrap Foundation was founded in 1977 to offer young people with limited resources access to internationally acclaimed productions in London’s `West End’. 

background

Midweek matinees in London’s theatres often have unsold seats. The foundation wanted to expand a previous successful of student only matinee programmes of Yasmin Reza's play "Art".

aims of the project

· To broaden the audience for theatre in London’s West End

· To enable school students to visit West End shows free of charge

· To offer a series of practical theatre workshops in schools, inspired by a West End play chosent by teaching staff

· To provide families with an affordable opportunity to see a west end show in a family group

· to establish a preview club for teachers to encourage them to make informed choices about what to book for their students

about the project

Teachers in London schools were offered the chance to take pupils to a range of six productions, free of charge. The teachers received a study guide in advance and at each visit students were given an after-show talk, by the cast and production team.

The second element of the project - First Act took theatre practitioners including storytellers, composers, actors and writers into schools. They worked with pupils using West End productions as the basis for workshops.

The third element of the project - Family First Nights was carried out in collaboration with the Peabody Trust - a large housing association. Tenants were invited to attend a night out at a London musical, with the stipulation that family groups must include at least two young people, between 6-16 years old. 

A Teachers’ Preview Club enabled teachers to visit shows at discount prices so that they could make informed choices about where they wished to take their students.

about the audience

· Around 1,500 pupils and their teachers attended the student matinees

· The First Act workshops involved 184 pupils and ten teachers

· Family First Nights enabled more than 600 people, from 140 family groups to attend a west end musical

· The teachers’ preview club had almost 400 members with numbers still rising 

· Approximately 80 teachers attended the Donmar Warehouse’s preview of Juno and the Peacock, which included an after-show discussion with the director

outcomes and lessons learned

The student matinees scheme has been thoroughly tried and tested. It will be continued with students being asked to contribute a nominal £5 per ticket. The scheme will broaden it's scope to include teachers oustide of English and Drama Departments.

The First Act theatre workshops were time consuming and required more individualised attention from foundation staff. However, they they were well-received and there are plans to extend the programme, with a networking event for teachers and potential workshop practitioners to make contact. 

Working with the Peabody Trust was essential to the success of this part of the project. Estates where managers actively encouraged take-up were easily identifable compared to those where managers did not take much interest.

The teachers’ preview club was logistically more complicated than had been imagined, but was very worthwhile. Shows in the West End come and go rapidly often before a school can take advantage of the student matinee scheme. The teachers’ preview club helped individual school make quick choices about visits to plays ith short runs. Several schools subsequently took part in an education programme arranged by the Donmar. The club also served to introduce the Mousetrap Foundation to theatres and producers across the West Wnd.

