Project: Oscar Wilde Stories

Organisation: Classic Children's Concerts
Region/location: National/Birmingham
Programme strand: New National Partnerships
Financial year: 2000/2001
New Audiences grant: £5,000

New Audiences funds contributed to a special performance in which Channel 4’s animated film Oscar Wilde Stories was accompanied by a live classical concert performance. Based on two of Oscar Wilde’s children’s stories, evaluation measured the impact of the project on increasing audiences and developing existing audiences for children and families. 

background

Children's Classic Concerts are a charitable organisation, set up ten years ago, with the aim of giving all children the opportunity to listen to live classical orchestral music. To this end, they present concerts throughout Britain, each one hour of live orchestral music with an experienced presenter who introduces each of the ten or so pieces of music. 

The concerts are interactive and the audience, who bring along instruments ranging from trombones to yoghurt cartons filled with rice, are invited to join in at appropriate times.

Children's Classic Concerts had approached Channel 4 to suggest a live performance of Debbie Wiseman's newly commissioned music for two animated films of Oscar Wilde's children's stories.

Children's Classic Concerts had not previously presented films of any description at any of their concerts and by introducing an animated film element into their concerts, would not only involve new audiences but would provide a different aspect for existing audiences.

aims of the project

· To attract new audiences by offering live orchestral music with simultaneous animated film

· To introduce a new element to a Children's Classic Concert

· To forge links with a large music publisher, a young composer, a musical instrument company and a television company.

about the project

For the Oscar Wilde project, all the usual elements of a Children's Classic Concert - a full symphony orchestra, an experienced presenter and a programme of carefully selected pieces of music, were present. In addition, and what made this concert different, was the introduction of animated films.

On a large screen was presented 'The Nightingale and the Rose' and 'The Selfish Giant', two of Oscar Wilde's children's stories which had been specially animated by Lupus Films.

Debbie Wiseman MBE, a young British composer, was commissioned by Channel 4, to write music to accompany these films and was the conductor of her own music for this performance, as well as the additional classical music in the programme.

Each film lasted around 25 minutes and as each was rather melancholy in subject matter, the additional music was carefully chosen to lift the audience's spirits. As there was no interval in the concert, between each film, the audience 'let off steam' by clapping along to 'Colonel Bogey', 'A Hard Day's Night' and as with every Children's Classic Concert, the performance ended with the 'William Tell Overture'.

Prior to the performance of the films and their music, there was entertainment in the foyer where 500 people were taught and encouraged to make giant masks which provided those taking part with a creative occupation with thematic links to the ensuing concert.

about the audience

An audience of 1900 people attended the concert. This is a number similar to previous Children's Classic Concerts held at Symphony Hall. There was a full publicity campaign, with Symphony Hall working closely with Children's Classic Concerts to ensure a full house.

The audience was composed of children, families and schools with there being three children to every adult. The average age of the children was between five and ten. This was somewhat younger than had been expected as it was felt the films were quite sophisticated and initially, there was a little concern that the younger children might find the film stories sad. In the event, the child friendly animation, together with the carefully programmed concert, provided an excellent balance and the programme was very much enjoyed by the children and adults alike.

Geographically, the audience came in the main from Birmingham but 20% had travelled from the surrounding areas into Birmingham.

outcomes and lessons learned

It was generally agreed that the Oscar Wilde project was very succesful in achieving its aims. New audiences were attracted to Children's Classic Concerts and to live orchestral music.

In the process of setting up the project, Children's Class Concerts forged new links with all the agencies concerned. From this, has developed a close working relationaship and further cooperative projects are being discussed.

The dual element of film and music provided a special and new combination for a Classic Children's Concert audience and what was unforseen, but very welcome, was the fact that some of the audience went on to read Oscar Wilde and thus a third element of literature became a result of the project.

Following the success of simultaneous film and music Children's Classic Concerts plan, not only to continue to present their live classical concerts, but also to explore the possibilities of further collaboration with film and literature to give as wide an aspect to their performance as possible. 

